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Abstract
Babi Yar is a ravine outside of Kiev that the Germans used during World War II to dispose of the
bodies of over 100,000 people they killed, including 33,000 Jews who were executed over a two
day period in 1941. By the time the Nazis reached Kiev the policy towards Jews had become one
of not hiding German actions, but instead openly committing violence against Jews. In the
greater area of Kiev before the Babi Yar atrocity, the Germans had become more directly
involved in the execution of Jews, rather than delegating the responsibility to local collaborators.
This paper shows that the German Army was not completely separate from the execution of
Jews, while also looking at the involvement of collaborating local populations in the
extermination of Jews. This paper also shows the reaction of both collaborators and survivors
during and after the war. Finally, this paper looks at the legacy of the Babi Yar in the Soviet
Union, including both the German efforts to cover up their crimes and then the Soviet strategy of
minimizing the significance of the mass executions, and lack of interest in commemorating the
atrocity and its Jewish victims.
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